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ions, since the king of Spain, a descendant of the Kapsburg dynasty of
Austria, had died leaving no issue.

The War of the Spanish Succession broke out soon after and lasted
for almost 13 years (1701-1714). Austria not only had no desire to help
Peter in the war against Turkey but hastened instead to conclude peace
with her. Poland also suspended hostilities with Turkey.

During his foreign travels Peter became better acquainted with
the political situation in the Baltic countries. Sweden, who had great-
ly enhanced her power in the 17th century, had seized the Baltic sea-
coast and threatened Denmark, Poland and RUE sir . Sweden deprived
Russia of an outlet to the sea, which was essential for the country's
economic and cultural development. Already at the beginning of the
17th century she had seized ancient Russian lands along the coast
of the Gulf of Finland. Sweden's opponents considered the time
ripe for recovering the Baltic seaboard. Peter, who fully realized the
importance of the Baltic Sea for Russia, decided to end the war
with Turkey and the Crimean khanate and to join the alliance
against Sweden.

The Streltsi Mutiny, Peter's return to Russia was hastened
by news of a mutiny among the Streltsi. The Streltsi had been accus-
tomed to performing light guard duties in Moscow and to engaging in
petty trade or in the handicrafts the rest of the time. Peter demanded
of them full-time military service. After the capture of Azov he had
left some of the Streltsi regiments in the south and transferred others
closer to the western border. This aroused keen resentment among
the Streltsi who had their families and trades in Moscow. Sophia and
her followers, who cherished dreams of a revival of ancient Moscow
customs, tried to turn the discontent among the Streltsi to their own
ends. Sophia began secret negotiations with the Streltsi, who decided
to seize the capital and proclaim her tsaritsa. The Streltsi movement
was thus of a reactionary nature. In the summer of 1698 four regiments
of the Streltsi stationed in the town of Toropets staged a mutiny and
set out for Moscow. General Gordon easily crushed the rebels in an
engagement fought near the capital.

News of the mutiny reaching Peter in Vienna, he set out post haste
for Moscow. On the way he met King Augustus II of Poland and
came to an understanding with him regarding a joint war against
Sweden.

Desiring to avoid an elaborate reception, Peter returned to the
capital when nobody expected him. Instead of proceeding to the pal-
ace he put up in his modest home in the village of Preobrazhenskoye.
News of the tsar's return from his foreign tour quickly spread through*
out the city. The nest morning the boyars, nobles, and merchants
and other townspeople came to Preobraz-henskoye to greet him. Peter
met them all cordially but would not permit the old ceremony of
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